[LONG BEACH HOTEL
BURNS AT DAWN

'1.400 Guests Flee in Panic- as
Big Summer Resort
Is Destroyed.

SERVANTS CAUGHT LOOTING

e

' Many Waiters Held In Improvised
Court—Senator McCarren a Res~
cuer—Hoté!l to be Rebuilt.

The Loong Beach Hotel, for more-.than
a quarter of a century among the largest
hostelrles on the Atlantic Coast, was
burned to the ground at § o’clock yesterday
morning. The fire destroyved also one of the -
adjoining cottages, the hotel dormitory, the
chapel of t_he Long Beach colony, a newly
erected power plant, and two strings of
Long Island Rallroad cars standing on &
siding back of the hotel. The loss was
estimnated at $500,000. There was littla on
no insurance on the hotel.

That none of the 1,400 guests and
employes met death was due solely to the
fact that an easterly wind confined the
fire to one corner of the siructurb until
every one escaped. Then, the wind ghlft-
ing to the south and freshening a bhit, the
flames in less time than it takes to tell it
swept down the twelve-hundred-foot front
of the great building, jumped across to
Cottage No. 1, and thence to the church
and thé power plant. A second shifit of
Fthe wind wasg all that saved the twenty-
one cottages dotting a half mile of board-
walk eastward from the hotel. The
origin of the fire is unknown.

Employes Held for Looting.

In the two hours that sufficed for the
fire to 4o its +work there was much ex-
citement, Half a dozen of the guests and
employes were hurt more or des3 serious-
1y’ by jumping or by being hit"by flying
trunks thrown from thelr rooms by panie-
stricken guests. As many more of the
colored servants 0f the hotel and one
Greek dishwasher were arrested for loot-

ing, arraigned In an improvised- court in
the little baggage room of the station,
and held. Senator Patrick H. McCarren,
and his co-<investor in the Long Beach
 Development Company, ex-Senator Reyn-
olds distinguished themselves by leading
'the rescue work. They were among the
last to leave the. smoke-filled corridors
when it becamse - eertain that the hotal
was doomed.

It was §:10 o’clock when g night wwatch.
man saw flames coming from a room in!
the fourth story of the west end of the
hotel. Heé ran to the office of the Devel-
' opment Company near by and roused C.
D. Camp. By the time Camp got to the
 hotel, the fire had a good start, but not
a Buest was aware of the danger. Camp
'ran to the fourth floor and got out the
fire hose, but the water dldn’t come.
Then ho grabbed an axe and ran down the
hall, smashing in the panels of the doors
on elther side. No further warning .was
needed.

But with the wind from the east the
fire did no more than eat its way Ints the
roof and@ back toward the rear of the
hotel. Meantime gfuests and employes
wera preparing for flight. Senator McCar-
fen and Sensator Reynolds had rooms in
the centre of the house. Without stopping
to pack their personal belongings, they
ran to warn other guests of the danger.

Early in the fire, Sophie Ximball, a& maid
employed by one of the guests, lost her
head and jumped from & third-story win-
dow. She escaped with a-broken leg and
possible internal Injuries. M. W, Da-
vanny, & marble dealer of this city, was
pinned in by the flames in the west cor-
ner of the hotel. He jumped angd his arm
was brokén and his spine hurt. Dr. B. D.
Bogeart, oneg of the guasts, established an
emergency hospital on the sand near the
beach, with the Kimball girl ang Mr, Da-
vanny as his first patients.

Injared in Improvised Hospilial,

They were not alone for long. The fafle
ure of the fire to spread immediately into
the central part of the hotel put false
‘hope into the guests, who were beyond its
immediate reach. It was about hall
an houyr after Camp raised his first alarm
that the wind veered around to the
south., If any ore asked a Long Beach
resident yesterday afterncon how fast the
flames traveled then, there was but one
answer: ‘'‘Faster than+you can run.”
Frank BSmith of Ocean Grove, Albert
Golden of Freeport, BSuperintendent of
Construction in the hotel, and Percy Will-
iams, & colored walter; were working like
beaverg trying to clear away a mass of
baggage that had piled up in thelowerhall-
way when trunks were thrown from the
floor above fell upon them. Smith suf-
fered a dislocated shoulder and a broken
rib, and Golden a sprained neck and left
hand. Williams ‘Was Injured intethally.

When the fire spread to the main part
of the hotel Williarh Sprague, one of the
guests, wa§ at work {n his room witht a
negro porter getting a trunk ready to
take down, There was & belch of smoke
through tlis hall and into the open door-
way. The porter fan. Sprague picked up
his revolver from the dresser.

‘9¥ou and that trunk wiil go out of here
together,” he sald. The porter changed
his mind about hurrying and Sprague
saved his tiunk. |

He wag luckier than many of the guests:
Although thete had been ample time to
open the big office safe and take several
thousand dollars In money and masahy
thousgnd dollars worth of valuables to &
pldce of safety, the guests who kept their
jewelry with them in their rooms saved
little of it. Many of the negro walters
were Sound looting the rooms of the
guests after they had fled.

Georgd R. Cartwright, who lives at the
Hotel Cuinberland when he is in New
York, was packing up his wife's belong-
ings. He 1813 & case containing sevéral
thousand dollars’ worth of Jewels on a
couch for a.i moment. When he looked for
it it was gone. ILates In the afternodd
Mary Gallagher, & servaunt, brought the
case to the improvised Police Headquar-
ters, saying that she had found it in the-
sand. A Central Office maxn, whom Mr,
 cartwiight had brought from Manhattan;
{dentified it, and the servant was ‘well Te-
warded for her honesty. )

Bt thlS was an oxceptional. uexperlenoe,
in front of the hotél and at both.e pﬁg .
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up high to make an eventual bonfire whenr
things got hot énough. Every now and
then a colored man would bc seen sneak-
ing away with something in his hands
untll the- flremen from Rockville, Lyn-
brook, and Freeport, with such of the cot-
tagers as were not busy with other things.
‘organized themselves into 2 Vigilance
Committee and went after the marauders.

There were about twelve arrests in the
.course of the day, but that number, ac-
cording to all accounts, did not begin to
represent the number of looters, for the)
peason that jn the first two or three hours

of the fire small attention was paid to
. anything but the {lames.

1t was a_foregone conclusion from the
time the flames -reached the east wing
of the hotel that the chapel, the dormi-
tory, and the power house would go. Al-
ready a string of freight cars and the par-
lor and passenger cirs that were to be
>un up to tovn :  the Long Beach ** Spe-
eial ™ later in the day. had been reduced
to a twisted mass of scrap iron, At
Cottage No. 1, occupied by A. R Chap-
man of Brooklyn, a strong fight was
made, but the odds were too great, and
Two minutes after the east end of the ho-
ve] was ablaze the flumes jumped across
the fortyv-foot space to the cottage and
it was destroyed.

Then the firemen. who had tapped sait
water main, turned their attention to
Cottage No. 2. Supplementing the stream
that thev could contribute, 8 hucket bri-
gada was formed. for once past Cotlage
No. ¢ there was small hope that the fire
would stop until it had cleanvd out the
whole row. Then came toe second shift
of the windg that saved the day. At
o'clock Long Beach was able to eat such
breakfiast as it could find with @ Cer-
tainty of the fire having been checked.

Injured Sent to Long Island City.

On early trains the injured ivere sent
to Long Island City hospitals, and one
or two to Bellevue. The TLong Island
Raiiroad ran a special train of ten cars
to Long Beach soon after & o'clock and

brought in a number of * refugees,”” in
clothes ruanging for wowen trom a gray
blanke: and white parasol to a bath robe
and a pair of gaiters worn by &an clderly
man.

One curious incident of the fire was
that all morning long. from PASSCNEeTSs
on the Sandy Hook buats, incoming from
the Jersey Coasi resoris, came rumors of
8 siup afire at sea. They were sure there
,was a ship alire because they could see
the smoke and smell the burning irom
afar. though they could not see the snip.
Bui it wuas merely the smoke from the
burning hotel drifting ceaward and all
ships made port in safetly.

On 2 report that several Persons had
been bLurned to death Justice of the Peace
A B. \Wullace of Freeport came over 10
perform his joint duties of doroner and
Judge. He was Kept busy with the loot
cascs. He began by swearing in all the
available guesls as special eputies for
the occusion. In the course of 1he day
there were brought before him the fol-
lowing, among oithers:

JOHN GILLMAN, calored, of 102 West Tifty-
t=ird Sireel. Manhatltang found wiih a8 sult
ca<e containing a Tuxedo suil.

CORNEL!IUS VAN LEWIS, colored, a walter,
or 234 West ifiy-ninth Sireet, Manhatian,;
found with u jalr of gold c¢yeglasses, a
gold watenh chuin, 8 jeweiad lorgnette, &
silver jewel casc, a silk shawl, and some
small silver articles in his pockets. L

JOHN B. LADEOXN, colored. a walter, of 340
Waes:  Thiny-seventh  Street, Manhatian,
[aison had ~" saved 7 an amethyst-mounted
guld bracelet, a dlamoend horseshoe pin, two
gold-imeunted wormnen's tolts, a silver boen-
bon box. a pe=arl and turqueois breasipin,
gsome gold cuff buttena, and minor bite of
iowelry, and had in his pockeis in addi-
tion nineteen yawn licRely,

ENOCH V. BAWKINS  colored, who had 8
dress-suit case in his possession, contajn-
ing a varizty of men's clothing. Hawking
<aid ha got it from Ladson. and established
an al:bi.

JERRY WHITE. colored. & walter. found with
a twalch belonging to Miss Margaret Van
Dillenberger of the Ansonla; WWhite iried to
drop several other articles of jewelry be-
hind a trunk in the station, but the Long
isiand steuths wese oo sharp for him.

SINOLE NIRKOLE, a Greek, employed 88 8
diah washer: be had letters and papers be-
jonsing t» Adolrh Blum of the I’TOgTers
Club 1n this clitr.

All these prisoners with the exception
of Hawkins were held for examination
Inls morning in the Lyanbrook Court, and
Justee \vallace announced that all the
jewe.ry taken from them and such other
jewelry as might De found would be onh
exhibition at that time for identiflczilon.

At a lat~ hour last night Sherifi Gilder-
cleeve nf Freeport was patrolling Long
Beach with a force of deputies and arrest.
ing a.l those who couid not satisfaciorily
gccoun: for themselves.

Hotel to e Rebullt.

I+ is probable, althougn no officlal an-
nauncement ¢zxme last night, that the
Long B. ach Hotel wliil be rebullt as soon
as possible, The Long Beach Develop-
men: Compan~, which bought the old one
g vear or two ago after a recelvershilp,
nad been making plans for moving it
nearer the wat~r front and substantially

remodeling it. and the fire paves the wa¥y
for accoliplisning taese plans on new.
iines. So far as the hotel proper iIs con-
cerned, the lussz is entlrely a matter of
cztigiute. for. although the property <ost
$l4vwrenm in 18N, iU is doubtful if the old
siryciurs would nave brought £100,000 un-
it tne Development «Company took hold
ol i Between Sou000 and $100,000 was
pald aut on the power plant and 310,00
or mare in furnishings and interior deco-
rations, So far as could be learned yes-
terday theres was but $H0,000 of insurance
on il 1I0iel,

Unofficial estimates put the loss at from
Sleneaxr to S200.00(k, as there were 875
guests in the hotel at the time of the
fire-. Manager Quinn has had hard luck
in 1o~ matter of fires, for it was under his
manhagement that the Allenhurst Inn, one
“of 1lie bDest-known Summer places on the
Jerzey Coast. burned up In 1501

Senntor Revnolds said last night that
the company would begin the erection of a
new 31L..000m hotel at Long Beach next
week It wiil be built of steel, brick, and
reinforced concrete. It Is expecied that
1t will be completed next June. Jlumber
was «ent to l.onz Beach yesterday for the
er«ction of 2 new hoardwalk.

Among¥ the guests of the Long Beach
Hgtel wer}g: c

2obert B. Cartwright, President of th
AMcAdam & Cartwright XYlevator C(:u’r:i

any, and Mrs. Cartwright: Mr., and Mrs.

vailace Guilford, Arnold Kohn, a banker

of 18 Fast Ninety-fifth Street. and family;
Ar. and Mrs, Walter Kohn of the same
address, ex-Judge  Dittenhoefer and’|
daughters: Dr. J. E. Stubbert and family, l
Dudley Eldridge, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace }
Eldridge, John De Saulles, the ex-Yale
football player; Audrey ClArk and family
of Brooklvn, Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Simpson,
Arnold Blume. Dr. W. H. Bogert and
family. Mr, and Mrs. C. E. Ellis of Mont-
ctair, Mr, and Mrs. Remson Johnson of
Brooklyvn, Wright Barclay, 2 real estate
man of 209 Broadway, and JMr. and Mrs.
I. V. Sprague.
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